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SUBJ: INDIAN FOREIGN MINISTER VISIT TO TANZANIA 

REF: DAR ES SALAAM 3247 

1 . IN HIS PUBLIC COMMENTS ON RETURNING HOME FROM HIS 
EAST AFRICAN TRIP, INDIAN FOREIGN MINISTER VAJPAYEE 
PUT MAJOR STRESS ON THE ECONOMIC ASPECTS OF HIS 
TALKS IN TANZANIA. IN DISCUSSION OF TRIP WITH POL 
COUNSELOR, MEA JOINT SECRETARY A.K. DAMODARAN, WHO 
ACCOMPANIED VAJPAYEE, ALSO EMPHASIZED VISIT'S 
PRIMARILY ECONOMIC FOCUS. 

2. DAMODARAN SAID THAT TANZANIANS SEEMED APPRECIATIVE 
OF INDIAN ECONOMIC COOPERATION. THEY HAD BEEN CANDID 
AND OUTSPOKEN IN THE PRIVATE TALKS ABOUT VARIOUS 
ASPECTS OF THIS COOPERATION, BUT HAD SEEN TO IT THAT 
THE PUBLIC PRINT CARRIED ONLY COMMENDATORY REMARKS. 

DAMODARAN THOUGHT THERE WAS MUCH MORE INDIA COULD DO 
IN THE ECONOMIC SPHERE IN TANZANIA AND SAID THE GOI 

WAS DETERMINED TO EXPAND INDIAN ECONOMIC ACTIVITY 
THERE. REFLECTING THE COMMENTS IN THE DAR REFTEL, 
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HE NOTED THAT EAST AFRICA WAS A NATURAL REGION FOR 
SUCH ACTIVITY: THERE WAS LESS COMPETITION FROM THE 
RICH COUNTRIES AND LONG INDIAN EXPERIENCE IN THE 
AREA. 

3. DAMODARAN GAVE DISTINCT SECOND BILLING TO THE 
POLITICAL ASPECTS OF THE VISIT. HE POINTED OUT 
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THAT THE FACT THAT THE FOREIGN MINISTER HAD HEADED 
THE INDIAN DELEGATION TO THE INDO-TANZANIAN JOINT 
COMMISSION WAS AN HISTORICAL QUIRK; ONE OF THE 
ECONOMIC MINISTERS WOULD HAVE BEEN A MORE NATURAL 
CHOICE. DISCUSSING THE TALKS VAJPAYEE HAD HAD WITH 
PRESIDENT NYERERE ON AFRICAN POLITICAL ISSUES, 
DAMODARAN SAID THAT IT SEEMED TO HIM THAT THE 
TANZANIANS, WHILE GRATEFUL TO THE INDIANS FOR THEIR 
ASSISTANCE IN PROVIDING TRAINING, NON-LETHAL EQUIP- 
MENT, AND MORAL SUPPORT TO THE ZIMBABWE FREEDOM 
FIGHTERS, DID NOT LOOK TO THE INDIANS FOR ANYTHING 
MORE. WHEN POL COUNSELOR RECALLED VAJPAYEE S 
ASSERTION TO DEPUTY SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER THAT THE 
INDIANS WERE UNDER SOME PRESSURE TO DO MORE. 
DAMODARAN SAID THAT HE THOUGHT THE CRUX OF THE 
MATTER WAS THAT VAJPAYEE WAS PROBABLY CONCERNED 
THAT THERE WAS A GAP BETWEEN INDIAN RHETORIC ON 
ZIMBABWE AND THE ACTUAL ASSISTANCE INDIA WAS PRO- 
VIDING. (SUCH CONCERN. HE THOUGHT, HAD NOT BEEN 
SHARED BY THE GANDHI GOVERNMENT.) IN DAMODARAN'S 
VIEW, VAJPAYEE WANTED TO NARROW THAT DIFFERENCE BY 
DOING MORE. BUT HE DID NOT EXPECT THAT THIS WOULD 
INCLUDE WEAPONS FOR LIBERATION MOVEMENTS NOR TROOPS 
FOR A PEACE KEEPING FORCE IN KIMBABWE. 

GOHRF.N 

CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE, MEETINGS, INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 13-Aug-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977NEWDE1 1470 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770293-0178 
Format: TEL 
From: NEW DELHI 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770864/aaaaccdd.tel 

Line Count: 86 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 9331f25a-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 DAR ES SALAAM 3247 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 10-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1609769 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: INDIAN FOREIGN MINISTER VISIT TO TANZANIA 
TAGS: ECIN, TZ, IN. (VAJPAYEE, ATAL BHARI) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/9331f25a-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



